
ACTING PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

‘It was the best of times, it was the worst of 

times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the 

age of foolishness, …”. I keep thinking of 

those opening lines of Charles Dickens from 

A Tale Of Two Cities in relation to the ski trip 

and the effect this will have on all of us for 

some time. I have spent a term in Nigel Han-

ton’s chair while he has been on sabbatical 

and I cannot remember a more challenging 

time for us as a school since I arrived in 

2005. A simple Google search on ‘Wellington 

High School’ brings up the Dominion Post 

story as the fifth most popular search item, 

clearly not something we are proud of and a 

factor that may affect our ability to attract 

the many varied and colourful students from 

here and overseas that so enrich the fabric 

of Wellington High School. I am proud of the 

stand we have taken as a school, to under-

stand that adolescence can be simultane-

ously an age of wisdom and foolishness. 

Students have had to own up to their behav-

iour to their parents, their peers, their school 

and the police through restorative confer-

ences and put in place plans that will 

strengthen and support them to make better 

choices in the future. We are currently look-

ing at the structures that we put in place 

whenever we take students away to ensure 

that all students are safe. And (school) life 

goes on … 

Our seniors are preparing for the most busy 

and stressful time of year having recently 

completed school examinations that will ena-

ble them to gauge their progress to date on 

external standards or spend valuable time on 

portfolio work. External examinations com-

mence in about 6 weeks time on Monday 11 

November so there is still plenty of time to 

action that study plan and set themselves up 

for success. 

Our debating goes from strength to strength 

with Wellington High School being the prem-

ier debaters in the Wellington region in both 

the senior and junior divisions this year. This 

is the first time we have won the junior cup in 

its forty year history so this is truly an out-

standing achievement. Winter sport has 

drawn to a close for 2013 but there have 

been outstanding performances across a 

wide range of sports – these are detailed 

elsewhere in this newsletter. Congratulations 

to all those who have participated in sport so 

far this year and a particular thank you to the 

coaches and managers who spend so much 

of their time providing great experiences for 

our students. 

Indeed, the term has been the ‘best’ and 

‘worst of times’. 

No reira.  

Nga mihi nui koutou katoa 

Dominic Killalea 

DEBATING 
The Premiere A debating team (Ailidh Leslie, 

Merinda Jackson and Lauren Thompson) 

defeated Wellington College in the Wellington 

Secondary school's top debating cup on 10 

Sept.   They  successfully argued the motion 

'that academic streaming should be                

compulsory in New Zealand schools'.  The top 

speaker award went to Ailidh Leslie. It was a 

quality debate in front of a large audience 

and was conducted in excellent spirit from 

both teams. The girls wore bits and pieces of 

WHS uniform from the past to add to the 

weight of their argument. WHS is exceptional-

ly proud of the mana these three wonderful 

students have brought to the school and we 

wish them every success for the future.       

                                                                          

Premier A Debating Team 
 

The Junior Premiere dating team of Shakked 

Noy, Jess Eaton, Mrinali Kumr and Eva Tinga 

are the new Wellington Regional Champions. 

On Wednesday  18th September they beat 

Queen Margaret’s College in a genuine     

debating arm wrestle, by successfully negat-

ing the moot ‘That vaccinations should be 

made compulsory’. Shakked Noy was         

awarded Best Speaker.  

This is the first time WHS has ever won this 

grade. 

Wellington High School is now clearly the top 

debating school in the Wellington region, 

winning both the Senior Premiere and the 

Junior Premiere cups. 

Jess Eaton, Mrinali Kumar, Shakked Noy        
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Yr 13 Fashion Students are    WOWing the 

City with their highly creative wearable art 

window displays. Hannah van Seventer, 

Maia Holder-Monk, Frankie Berge, and 

Claire Rigg have their work displayed at Te 

Papa Museum Store Cable Street and 

Brandon Street, and in the Met Shop Dix-

on Street. Unconventional materials not 

normally seen in fashion have been em-

braced and all four students works have 

the boundaries of fashion and art blurred 

to create highly original and innovative 

designs.  Seventy hours of 3-d chain-

mailprinting, fishing net, make up 

pads and cotton wool balls are just a 

few unexpected materials. Inspiration 

came from working with Te Papa 

photographers images, and the 

Met Shop products.            Manip-

ulation, tessellation, and Ror-

schach have all come through. 

All students work has been 

entered into the Wellington 

Regional Retailers WOW              

w i n d o w  d i s p l a y                          

competitions. The work is 

on display until the 6th 

of  October.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SCIENCE—SKYROCKETS 
This term in Year 9 Science students have 

been looking at Physics and Astronomy, focus-

ing on gravity, speed and what lies beyond 

planet Earth.  The Year 10 Science students 

have been focusing on Chemistry, atoms, 

bonding and rates of reactions. To finish off 

the term 10 classes shared their knowledge 

and made sky rockets!  Classes walked up to 

MacAlister park to launch the rockets on 20 

September.   

The skyrockets were a huge success, roar-

ing skyward in a scatter of sparks and white 

smoke. 

It was a great way to end the unit and assess 

which rockets flew the farthest, highest and 

which exploded on take off. 

  

 

YOUTH FUND 

Youth Parliament 2013 was a unique oppor-

tunity for 141 young people to come to Parlia-

ment and gain an understanding of how the 

New Zealand democratic and political pro-

cesses operate and WHS Year 13 student 

Daisy Cadigan has made an outstanding con-

tribution to this group.  Youth Parliamentari-

ans hold their position until the end of the 

year and the Ministry of Youth Development 

is supporting all Youth Parliamentarians as 

they continue in their roles by providing train-

ing over the next month in community    pro-

ject planning.  

If you are  interested in designing and leading 

a youth-focussed community project, the 

Ministry of Youth Development has applica-

tions open for the Youth Fund 2014.  

Youth Fund 2014 is for: 

Community projects designed and led by 

young people (aged 12 to 24) years old that 

develop Active Youth Citizenship 

Or 

Community projects designed and led by 

youth organisations in partnership with young 

people that develop Active Youth Citizenship.    

For more information go to  

www.myd.govt.nz/funding 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR  

SCHOOL DONATION 
 

While government funds provide for the majority of resources required by the School, it 

is an unfortunate reality that these do not cover all that is necessary to provide a worthy 

school experience for our students.  The Board endeavours to supplement these funds 

through various means and a range of sources.  One of these alternative sources is the 

annual  donation from parents and whanau which helps with the general  running of the 

School. 
 

Although Wellington High School’s finances are sound, last year our spending exceeded 

our income.  Clearly, this situation cannot be repeated too often without risking         

untoward consequences.  As a result, the annual donations request made by the School 

this year is doubly important. 
 

To all those who have already paid their donation – a big thank you. 
 

To those who have yet to pay, please bring it to the top of your to do list, (or search your 

inbox to find the necessary details).   

 

You certainly won’t regret your investment in our children’s future. 

 

Nominate & vote for the teacher you believe is the most inspiring at  

Wellington High School 

 http://www.inspiringteachers.co.nz/  

On Wednesday the 30th and Thursday the 31st of October from 3:30 until 6:30, you can 

come to an exhibition of design work by talented Wellington High School  students.  The 

projects on show are years 11, 12 and 13 DVC (Graphics) students  spatial design and year 

13 DTF (Fashion) students Wearable Art.  This promises to be a showcase of high quality 

creative design work.  It will be on in the Gallery (next to the computer labs).   

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S  
 

KARORI YOUTH AWARDS 

 
Lauren Thompson won the Gold Award for              

Service to the Community in the Karori Youth 

Awards held earlier this month.  Lauren is coach 

of the WHS junior debating team, worked tire-

lessly on WHS Stage Challenge and is a leader 

and role model for the Karori Guides.                          

Congratulations Lauren. 

 

RUGBY REP TEAM 

Tom Kimber has been selected for the under 18 

Wellington Centurions  representative team.   This is a great achievement for him as he 

has worked very hard throughout the season with the Poneke Colts and with the Welling-

ton High 1st XV.   Well done, Tom. 

Lauren receiving her award for  

Services to the Community  

http://www.inspiringteachers.co.nz/


NETBALL SUCCESS 

In 2013 a Netball Committee was                    
established to assist in the development of 
netball at our school with Kendra                 
Blackburn becoming Netball Coordinator.                   
One of the most significant changes was 
the appointment of quality coaches.  Huge 
thanks are extended to these volunteers. 

Junior B Team 2013 
 

We have seen some spectacular outcomes 
with the seven teams we have had               
competing.   Five teams made semi-finals, 
three teams made finals and two teams 
were CHAMPIONSHIP GRADE WINNERS.   

 
Congratulations to Junior B 
coached by Suz Meijer 
(pictured in action, left) and 
Senior B coached by Fran 
Renton & Andrew Campbell 
on their wins (below). 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

             

FOOTBALL SUCCESS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We hit a high of eight competing teams this 
year, four girls and four boys.   
 

Significant results were: 
Boys 1st XI  
Div 2 Regional Championship WINNERS 
Boys 4th XI  
Div 10 Regional Championship runners up 
Girls 1st XI  
Promoted to Regional Premier Division 1 and 
finishing in 4th place  
Semi-finalist at the Grant Jarvis National                   
tournament, finishing in 3rd place 

COMING UP 

 

 Junior Boys Volleyball Nationals  

 Junior Boys Water Polo Junior North Islands  

 Central Six Junior Sports Exchange 

 

 

SPORTS AWARDS 2013 
 

Tuesday 22 October, 11.00am 
Riley Centre, Wellington High 

 
You are invited to attend the annual Wellington High School Sports Awards 

Our awards celebrate the sporting year and recognise those who have contributed to 

and excelled in sport.   

We hope you are able to join us. 

WINTER SPORT SEASON 
We have had a very successful 2013 season.  45 WHS teams have competed or participated in 17 codes.  Countless volunteers have been      

involved in delivering sport to our students.  We are very grateful for the fantastic volunteer contribution. 

Senior B 
Team 
2013 

IGNITION MULTI-SPORT 

Eight WHS students competed in the 
Ignition Multi-sport one day event at the 
ASB Sports Centre. While they received 
support in making this happen in the 
main it was a self organised team.   
Team members were: 
 Sam Forman 
 Elise Forman 
 Qona Christie 
 Thomas Gibson 
 Denise Gumabay  
 Malysan Qioyali  
 Niki Menzies  
 Lily Carter  
The team won the award for best team 
spirit  and they ruled in table tennis and 
football.  Special mentions and thanks to 
Malysan for organising the team and 
practices, Sam for being Snow White 
and Jill Christie for being Team Manager 
on the day.   
 

ULTIMATE SUCCESSES 
 

WHS Indoor Ultimate team were the 
winners of the CSW Open Grade       
Competition.  This team has been 
coached by students Rennie Pearson 
and Conor Ivory.  Well done boys. 



CALENDAR 

 

27 September  Senior Reports sent 

    

28 Sep13 October  School Holidays 

 

14 October  Term 4 Start 

      

17 October   Level 1 Art folio  

   exhibition (gallery) 

    

4 November  Senior Folio  

   exhibition Art dept 

   Senior Prizegiving 

    (6 – 9 pm) 

 

5 November  Last day for seniors 

      

11 November  NCEA Externals      

   exams start 

 

15 November  Newsletter  

 

5 December  Student Leadership 

    Day 

 

9 December  Year 10 Camp 

   Board Meeting 

 

12 December  Junior Prizegiving  

    (6 – 7pm) 

 

13 December   Teacher Only Day 

   Last day of 2013 

 

 

SHORT-TERM COURSES  FOR LIFE-LONG LEARNING  

AT  

WELLINGTON HIGH SCHOOL  COMMUNITY EDUCATION CENTRE 

The Term 3 WHS Community Education Centre programme starts on Saturday 12 October 

2013.  Choose from a wide range of courses,  ranging from food to photography and lots more.   

Check out the full programme at www.cec.wellington.ac.nz and take advantage of the Early 
Bird discounts (if you enrol up to three weeks before a course starts).   
 

For more information, contact the CEC office on 04 385 8919. 

HOSPITALITY 

Rachel Linton and Scarlett O’Callaghan won a 

Gold medal and placed second in the City and 

Guilds Wellington Regional School’s Chal-

lenge, held at WHS.  

Congratulations to the team from Heretaunga 

College who won the competition and will              

represent Wellington at the Auckland Food 

Show. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The team starts with 100 hundred points and 

must produce four entrees and four mains in 

front of four chef judges in 90 minutes, losing 

as few points as possible. To gain a Gold   

Medal the team must have a score of 90 and 

above.  

Well done to Rachel and Scarlett for their hard 

work and a great result. 

FLEA MARKET                                                                

A big  thank you to all those who supported 

and shopped at the Feminist Club Flea               

Market on Wednesday 25 September.  

The group raised $363.00 and 100 cans of 

food for the Wellington Women's Refuge / Te 

Whare Rokiroki.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are hoping this will become a regular 

event. 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES  

STUDENT REPRESENTATIVES 2014 

Congratulations to the newly elected 

2014 Student Representatives on the 

Board of  Trustees, Bella Austin and 

Rhiannon Saxon. 

http://www.cec.wellington.ac.nz

