
PRINCIPAL‟S MESSAGE 

Greetings. 

We have almost arrived at the end of a very 

busy year, which has continued the proud 

tradition of Wellington High School in terms 

of great opportunities, fantastic learning 

and high levels of student engagement in 

the school.  I would like to thank all of the 

school community for playing their part in 

this dynamic process, which has  delivered 

success to our students. 

 

Senior students have completed their          

external assessments, and juniors have 

completed assessments and their                    

examinations.   Juniors have also experi-

enced a whole new range of learning oppor-

tunities over the last two weeks through the 

Short Courses that were offered to them.  

The range of learning offered was amazing 

and all students responded very positively 

to this new mode of learning that we plan 

will become a permanent part of our           

programme in the future.   

 

Throughout the year all youngsters will have 

experienced things that allow them to learn 

more about their strengths, interests and 

their possible futures. This understanding 

will allow them to set new learning goals for 

2015....after they have had a holiday! 

 

I wish you a safe and enjoyable            

Christmas and summer break with family 

and friends. 

 

Nga mihi nui 

Nigel Hanton 

Principal 

 

 

CALENDAR 2015 

First day for Year 9s  28 January 

 

First day for all other  

 new students  29 January 

 

First day for all students 30 January 

  

Waitangi Day   6 February 

 

Board of Trustees  16 February 

 

Athletics Carnival  26 February 

   

End of Term 1  3 April  

NEWSLETTER FOR DECEMBER 2014 FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

TE KURA TUARUA O TARAIKA KI PUKEAHU 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR  

SCHOOL DONATION 
 
Each year the Board of Trustees asks families to support their children‟s learning in 

the school by contributing a family donation. 

 

These funds allow the school to provide additional resources so that we can    deliv-

er and maintain our rich, varied and vibrant learning programmes.   

 

The Board would like to see all families make their contribution so are    reminding 

you of this now so that you can plan to make your contribution from Term 1, 2015. 

 

Please also remember that we offer automatic payment facilities that can make this 

almost painless! 

 

The Board would like to thank all those families who paid their donation this year 

and encourages all families to prioritise this valuable support for 2015. 

 

Best wishes to you all for the Festive Season  

and the summer holidays. 

STATIONERY & COMPUTERS 

For all your stationery requirements you can access your student's stationery list and have the 

choice of buying online or in-store, simply visit myschool.co.nz 

Cyclone computers have an online facility for purchasing a netbook/laptop/device for your 

student. Go to https://www.cyclone.co.nz/ and scroll down the right of the page to 'Student 

Owned Devices' then select Wellington High School from the list of schools. Enter the code 

wlghigh and you will be taken to an area where four devices are recommended. At year 9 

and 10, the HP Chromebook will suffice. 

You can purchase your own device but please ensure it 

meets our minimum specifications. We have compiled 

some really useful information on this at http://

w w w . w h s . s c h o o l . n z / a b o u t - u s / b y o d / b y o d -

recommendations. Please read this carefully, print off 

the sheet and take it to your preferred retailer. 

WELLINGTON HIGH SCHOOL APP 

 You can now download an app from the iTunes 

App Store.  Includes daily notices, absences, 

alerts and other information.                  

Android Play Store: http://
tinyurl.com/m3yp5c2  

iTunes App Store: http://tinyurl.com/k44zgtb  

LOST 

HP Power cable left in D219 (Art room) 

during short courses.  Please contact 

admin@whs.school.nz  if you have 

accidentally picked it up. 

http://myschool.co.nz
https://www.cyclone.co.nz/
http://www.whs.school.nz/about-us/byod/byod-recommendations
http://www.whs.school.nz/about-us/byod/byod-recommendations
http://www.whs.school.nz/about-us/byod/byod-recommendations
http://tinyurl.com/m3yp5c2
http://tinyurl.com/m3yp5c2
http://tinyurl.com/k44zgtb


VICTORIA UNIVERSITY OUTREACH PROGRAM 

Five lucky students were chosen to attend the Colourful Science day at 

Victoria recently.  

Daisy Abraham,  Romy Tenet, Zia Prestney, Tom Parry and Rex Moar 

carried out some cutting edge science experiments related to the 

chemistry, physics and biology of colours, colour perception and the 

human eye.  

A highlight was using the electron microscope and creating nano 

particles. 

EDDYN WINS PLACE ON THE FORUM 

Congratulations to Year 12 student, Eddyn 

Perkins - Treacher, who has won 

sponsorship of $1600 to attend the Rotary 

National Science and Technology forum in 

Auckland.  Eddyn will join other selected 

high achieving Maths and Science students 

from around the country  for 14 days in 

January to explore the options available in 

tertiary science education. One of the underlying goals of the forum is to 

grow Science and Technology graduates for New Zealand‟s future 

prosperity. Competition for places at the forum is tough, and we are 

proud of  Eddyn‟s selection. 

 

SECRETS OF A GOOD NIGHTS SLEEP 

We are fortunate to be located next door to Massey University and 

welcome collaborations with university staff that benefit our students. 

Earlier this year a year 11 science class spent time in the Sports 

Science lab where they measured their aerobic fitness as part of their 

study of respiration. This term thirty year 9 students have been working 

in the Sleep/ Wake Research Centre at Massey under the tutelage of Dr 

Karen O‟keefe. These students have been using  eTechnologies to 

investigate their own sleep wake cycles and the factors which work to 

disrupt the necessary 3 stages of a good nights sleep. Researchers are 

keen to do further work with our students next year on their sleep 

patterns, with a view towards improving student health and well-being 

and performance at school. Our thanks to Karen for the time she has 

spent with our students. 

The first Wellington Junior 

Physicist Tournament took place 

on Friday 28th November 2014.  

Twelve teams of students 

competed: twelve teams from 

Wellington High, Scots College, 

Wellington College, Wellington 

Girls‟, St Pat‟s town and 

Horowhenua Collage. 

This was a mini-version of the senior‟s International Young 

Physicist Tournament, open only to students in Years 9 and 

10.  Months before the event students were given three 

problems to solve. They had to explain the speed of a wave 

of falling dominoes, the float-time for a balloon hovercraft 

and they had to explain the bizarre and unpredictable 

behaviour of ballpoint pen ink on a water surface. 

Wellington High physics teachers Murray Chisholm and Kerry 

Parker decided to run two Year 10 and two Year 9 teams, 

although most school teams were from Year 10.  

As with the senior tournament, the „physics fights‟ involved 

an oppose challenging the solution which had been 

presented in a debate-style discussion. Students learned to 

watch for poor data and incomplete reasoning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each fight is watched by a panel of 3-5 judges. The panel 

awarded marks for good physics, good presentation and 

good arguments. Jurors were teachers, academics and 

senior students. 

The winning team was from WHS and team members Ruby 

Medlicott, Gilda Knox-Streader and Lauren Jack with helper 

Ben Roberts are pictured below flanked by members of the 

runners up teams from Scots College. 

HOMESTAYS NEEDED 
We require inclusive, caring and supportive homes for our 

international students coming from a variety of countries 

including Brazil, Chile, Germany, Switzerland, China and more. 

I 

If you live in Central Wellington, Mt Cook, Newtown, Island Bay   

or Eastern Suburbs please contact: 

 

Homestay Coordinator  

Di Jordan  

04 3858911 ext 781  

homestay@whs.school.nz 

 



SIMPLY  DENTAL SERVICES 

Simply Dental provides a free service for dental care for all 

ages 0-18yrs.   

Please call 0800 123 343 or email         

info@simplydental.co.nz 

YEAR 9 GREEN SCREEN ACTION 

Over the last ten days some Year 9 Students made a range of 

videos based on stop motion green screen techniques. Card 

Sharps featured their mind blowing card tricks, Go Pro Parkour 

defied gravity and Minions and Totoro freeze framed their way 

round the school popping up in all the unexpected places. 

 

Budding directors and cinematographers also took in the CGI and 

special effects of the block buster Interstellar, got hands on 

experience in Massey University's Creative Arts Labs and went on 

an unexpected journey to the Weta Cave. Even the dinosaurs got a 

wakeup call with a lightning visit to Te Papa to catch the latest 

Green Screen Tricks from some of the museums oldest denizens.  

A fun and challenging time was had by all with big thanks to our 

awesome Year 10 Dean, Julia Stephens and Suz Meijer who helped 

out when students visited Brooklyn School as part of the Science 

outreach programme. 

PUTTING THE COMMUNITY INTO 

EDUCATION IN 2015 

Community Education Centre programme 

starts on  Monday 9 February and 

enrolments are now open for both adults 

and those over 16 years of age. 

Students in Years 9 and 10 can also enrol, 

if a fee-paying adult attends with them. 

Choose from a wide selection, with over 65 new courses on offer as 

well as our old favourites. 

Check out the full programme at www.cecwellington.ac.nz or pick up 

a brochure from libraries, supermarkets and around town.  

Enrol early to avoid disappointment! 

SANTA RUN 2014 

Wellington High School Staff recently dressed as Santa with 

hundreds of others to run along the waterfront and raise money 

for KidsCan.  Thanks to Julia Stephens for organising our team. 

CONGRATULATIONS 

WHS student Kaiya Waerea has won a place in this year's       

Re-Draft competition. Her poem "Still"  will be published in the 

14th Re-Draft volume, The Word is Out.  

Glyn Strange, who organises the competition commented, "This 

is a tough competition to do well in."  

Congratulations, Kaiya. 

VOLLEYBALL CHAMPIONS 

Wellington High‟s Junior Boys Volley team have had a smashing 

success at the North Island Championships, winning the Division 3 

final. Congratulations to the team.  

mailto:info@simplydental.co.nz


SHORT COURSES 2014 
More pictures can be found at http://www.whs.school.nz/junior-short-courses-2014/ 

JUDGE & JURY 
For the last two weeks we have been learning about the justice system 

and how law works.  

 

On Thursday 4 December 

2014, we went down to The 

Old High Court to perform 

mock trial of Minnie Dean, the 

only woman in NZ history to 

be hanged.   

 

Each person in the class was given an 

important role to play in this mock trial. From 

the judge, to the defence and prosecution 

lawyers to the jury members and costume 

designers.  

 

The verdict? Minnie Dean was found not 

guilty of her crimes. 

KNITTERS 
We made hats for new babies and toy 

rabbits for toddlers.  We also have 

enough practice squares to join 

together to make a blanket.  All to be 

donated to Wellington hospital. 

BEACH PLAY 
Student raft building as part of “Beach Play” 

was a huge success with winners of the 

completion pictured below.  The rafts had to 

survive being carried from WHS to Oriental 

Bay before being launched.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCUBA & SNIORKELLING 

 

The PADI Skin Diver and Scuba diver 

programmes saw  students descending 

beneath the waves along the South Coast for 

two weeks. 

3-D PRINTING, HEKE PAINTING, BITS & PIECES AND CULTURAL STUDIES 

Throughout WHS over the last two weeks, students have been creating from 

food in cultural studies, to learning how to design and print using with the 

3D printer.   

Some students art will be hung in the school marae, Taraika, in the form of 

beautiful heke panels.  Others created small electronic devices from Bits n 

Pieces packs. 



C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S 

Michael Harcourt, WHS History and Social Studies teacher, has received The Fulbright-Cognition Scholar Award in Education Research. This 

award is for a New Zealand researcher or educator to pursue research in the US designed to have an impact on New Zealand student 

outcomes. One or two awards valued at up to US$37,500 are granted each year, towards two to five months of research. 

Michael and his family will be staying in New York City for the first half of 2015. He will be studying the teaching of controversial historical 

events, especially ones about race relations. This will mean spending time interviewing teachers in New York city about how they teach 9/11, 

civil rights, slavery etc in multicultural classrooms and considering what New Zealand teachers can learn when teaching what is controversial 

for students in this country. 

A fantastic achievement and opportunity. Congratulations Michael! 

First in Faculty Awards   

Year 9 

Arts   Raven Bax 

Languages  Gwendoline Palmer Steeds 

Mathematics  Arabella Faber 

PE and Health  Adi Tu'itupou 

Science  Matthew Dench 

Social Sciences Arabella Faber 

Technology  Tabitha Batchelor 

 

Leading Learner Awards 

Year 9 

Howell  Sai August    

Riley  Tabitha Batchelor 

Kelly  Arabella Faber 

Royal  Gwendoline Palmer Steeds 

       WCC Absolutely Positively      Year 9 Dean‟s Award        Year 10 Dean‟s Award                                                              

 Student Award 

 

  

 

 

   

       

  Jean Donaldson        Daniel Read                  Josh Stewart 

First in Faculty Awards 

Year 10 

Arts   Lauren Jack 

Languages  Clare Bradley 

Mathematics  Jemma Jeong 

PE and Health  Zak O‟Callaghan 

Science  Romy Tennent 

Social Sciences Gilda Knox Streader 

Technology  Hazel Williams                                              

 

 

Leading Learner Awards 

Year 10 

Kelly  Eva McGauley 

McKelvey Cassandra Bahr 

Noall  Clare Bradley 

Riley   Eloise Daysh 


