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About this handbook

Nau Mai, Haere Mai ki Te Kura Tuarua o Taraika ki Pukeahut

Through this handbook you are infroduced to all aspects of our junior programme:

e Our philosophy, which focuses on the importance of the strong connection between school,

whanau and you, our student

e The Herengatahi system and the central role of ropu in your schooal life.
e The junior curriculum. This includes the subjects that you will study in Year 9 and 10, how you
will be assessed and how this will develop in to your senior programme of study.

Our Philosophy

Wellington High School works in partnership with you and your whanau to support you in developing
the skills that will contribute to your success. Each partner has responsibilities and goals to aim for:

Responsibilities Goals
WHS Responsibilities: WHS Goals:
We will: We will:

e Provide a safe learning environment

Provide expert teachers

Emphasise student centred learning

Meet the national curriculum

Assess your learning needs

Extend your learning

Monitor your progress and measure your

success

o Communicate with you and your
caregivers about your learning

e Give you a sense of belonging to our
learning community

e Successfully prepare you to start national
qualifications

e Fully complete your programme of study

e Produce a student of whom we are
proud

Whanau Responsibilities:

We will:
e Ensure that our student is at school
e Help create alearning environment at
home
e Encourage and supervise homework
e Be positive about learning
e Beresponsive to and supportive of WHS

Whanau Goals:

We will:

e Support you to do your very best in your
learning programmes

e Support you fo enjoy your learning at
WHS

e Be proud of what you achieve

e Be prepared for success in national
qualifications

Student Responsibilities:

To support my learning, | will:
o Attend all my classes, unless | have a
legitimate reason for being absent
e Beontime
e Be prepared with the right equipment
e Behave in a way that promotes my own
learning and the learning of others

Student goals:

My broad goals are to:

e Be asuccessful learner

e Graduate the junior school with the
learning skills that will ensure that | will be
successful in the senior school

e Take advantage of the range of
opportunities available to me at WHS

e Feel proud of what | achieve




Herengatahi — Your whanau group

In Year 9 and 10, you will belong to a Herengatahi whanau of
up to 60 students, your most important connection will be aé
rapd (group) of about 15 students, and you will be working
closely with a teacher who will support you, coach you to
improve your learning performance and really get to know you
as a person.

Why is this important?

As a successful learner you will be working with other young people and your teacher, while you will
cooperate with them to discuss important ideas and develop new learning targets. You will be able
to negoftiate some of what you want to learn and select from a full range of learning tools to do the
work. Herengatahi will encourage you to be an active learner, to question and inquire and have
your ideas supported and challenged by others.

How does Herengatahi work?

Connected students

e You are a member of a Herengatahi group (50-60 students) and a small ropu (12-15 students)
for two years.
At least four subject teachers share the teaching across ropu.
A Dean oversees the year level and works with ropu feachers to ensure academic and
pastoral care.

e The key competencies outlined in the New Zealand curriculum are at the centre of your
learning.

e You are encouraged to reflect on your learning through ropU and subject programmes. Your
ideas about how we design the learning with you are encouraged.

e Learning Services work closely with Herengatahi teams to support learners and assist with
scaffolding learning.

Connected Curriculum

e Herengatahi teaching teams meet weekly to discuss the learning needs of their students
e Teachers plan collaborative units of work connected by an issue, problem, question or
universal theme, where possible.

Connected Community

e Students and their whanau share a school tikanga and
values based on WERO: whanau, excellence, respect
and ora.

e Face-to-face as well as online relationships with parents
and caregivers are encouraged.

e ‘Learning conversations’ are held twice a year, as well as
Parent-Teacher interviews

e Whanau can access the school website and the online
parent portal to see daily nofices, their student’s
fimetable and attendance data, assessment results, reports, and donation payments.

e Keep up-to-date with school events via Facebook, Twitter, the school website and the school

app.







